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In autumn 1 923, America was overcome by what
the Los Angeles Times described as “an orgy of cheerful
giving.” The focus of America’s undivided attention and
generous affection was Japan: a country whose capital and
most important international port had been devastated by
the 1 September Great Kantd Earthquake and subsequent
fires. The value of American aid to Japan—cash, emergency
supplies, medical equipment, food—when measured as a
percentage of Gross Domestic Product, remains unrivalled to
this day. Americans, in fact, gave more to Japan in 1923 as a
percentage of GDP than they did to all nations affected by
the Indian Ocean Tsunami of 2004.

Why did Americans give like never before or ever since? Who
gave and what did they give? What did givers hope to
accomplish through generous donations and, importantly,
what did they expect in return?2 Was giving even necessary
and did it ultimately mean more to Americans than to
Japanese suffererse

Professor J. Charles Schencking hopes to present the history of
Japan's most deadly and destructive disaster as an
important, yet overlooked, event not only in Japanese-
American relations, but also within international history and
the history of America's humanitarian century abroad.
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