War Memorialization and N\
Nation-Building in Twentieth- \
Century Southeast Asia

2 June 2025 (MON) @ !si Conference Room,

Institute for Advanced Studies

10:30-12:00 | on Asiq, Utokyo / ZOOM

Author & Speaker:

John Lee Candelaria

Assistant Professor,
Hiroshima University

Moderator and Discussant:

Pattajit Tangsinmunkong
Assistant Professor, IASA, UTokyo

3R
TAL
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and the Co ar, the book interrogates how these nations war experiences

have shaped national myths and Ieggitimized state narratives. Exampining the AND NATION-BUILDING IN
role of state-sponsored monuments and memorials in these countries, the TWENTIETH-CENTURY
author sheds light on their impact on national identity formation, state SOUTHEAST ASIA
legitimacy, and citizen unity. Through these three distinct case studies, the
book highlights the complexity and diversity of memorialization practices
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within the region, their intersections with state agendas, and the international -
context that backdropped the region’s nation-building projects. Utilizing war
monuments and memorials as its primary data source, the author explains
the temporal dynamics of peace and conflict and the significance of tangible
history in these nations. He critically examines the transition from heroic to
e L B victimhood narratives in war memorialization and its
i implications for memory cultures and societies at large. L/f'\
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