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Modern histories often portray civil wars as stepping stones 
toward national unification, strengthening the idea that the 
nation-state is the natural endpoint of history. In studies of 
modern Japan, the Boshin Civil War (1868–69) is usually 
understood as a moment that paved the way for the Meiji 
state and the formation of a modern nation. This perspective, 
however, absorbs the defeated side into the winners’ national 
story and leaves little room for people who questioned or 
moved beyond the logic of the nation-state. This seminar 
reexamines the meanings and implications of the Boshin Civil 
War by tracing a transnational lineage of ideas and actions by 
various actors. 
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